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Units 1–3
2

3
A wild goose chase

4



NYT July 31, 20195

A little bird(ie) told me

6

Enough is enough  
or it’s …

the last straw 
the straw that breaks the camel’s 
back

7

To let the cat 
out of the bag

8



Guardian 28 Aug 20199
Take the bull by the horns

10

You can try it ……, but it will never work.


Hmm, this sounds too good to be true, I ……………


He’s so rich that to him $1,000 is ……….


It’s getting worse.This country is ……


His parents are not proud. He’s …………….


It’s not far, only 20 km as the ……

11 12



13
FT

14

15

She eats too little or she ……


He never pays. I always have to ………


I’d give …… to have that job

16



Units 1–5
17

Calvin and Hobbes
18

Poor fellow, he has a huge 
responsibility to ……… 
Yes, I hope he has the ………s for 
it.

19 Guardian 28 juin 201220



She can’t sit still today. She’s got


1. bees in her bonnet


2. ants in her pants


3. a cat in her bag

21

She has to work with him all day long but finds him really 
annoying. He 


1. gets on her nerves


2. gets her back up


3. gets under her wing

22

It’s really bad. The dispute has 


1. broken up


2. come to a head


3. hit the roof

23 FT24



cnn.com March 25, 2020

25

Il est aigri


1. He’s got a chip on his shoulder


2. He had a crushing blow


3. He’s hit the roof

26

Make these sentences less formal by using an idiom


1. It was supposed to be a surprise but someone gave the 
secret away.


2. It has to be true. He heard it from a very reliable source.


3. I don’t like him. He really irritates me.


4. She always has to pay for him.


5. He’s very sensitive. You need to handle him very carefully.

27

Make these sentences less formal by using an idiom


1. It was supposed to be a surprise but someone gave the 
secret away. let the cat out of the bag


2. It has to be true. He heard it from a very reliable source. 
from the horse’s mouth 

3. I don’t like him. He really irritates me. he gets on my 
nerves 

4. She always has to pay for him. to foot the bill 

5. He’s very sensitive. You need to handle him very carefully. 
You have to handle him with kid gloves.

28



Usa Today Aug. 11, 202029 FT  Aug 25, 202030

31

Le gouvernement a été renversé en un seul coup


1. with one stone


2. in one fell swoop


3. in one smashing coup

32



A lot of people come from  …… homes!
33

Sometimes you have to shoulder/elbow/pull 
your way to make it to the top  34

Calvin and Hobbes
35

Units 1–7
36



“Not everything that is faced can be changed,  
but nothing can be changed until it is faced.” 

James Baldwin 1924 – 1987
37

Guardian Sept. 25, 2020
38

Asterix The Legionary

1. an old hand
2. a brave face
3. and old bird

39

Failing to get the job really 


1. broke her up


2. shattered her confidence


3. went to her head

40



Fill in the blanks


1. The bus is late. I’ll have to wait till the … … home


2. She’s too high on the … order for this donkey work.


3. That was a secret. They planned it … … doors.


4. It’s not a great job, but it gets your … in the … !


5. Boy, I don’t know what happened back then but he’s 
got a … on his …!

41

Fill in the blanks


1. The bus is late. I’ll have to wait till the cows come 
home


2. She’s too high on the pecking order for this donkey 
work.


3. That was a secret. They planned it behind closed 
doors.


4. It’s not a great job, but it gets your foot in the door !


5. Boy, I don’t know what happened back then but he’s 
got a chip on his shoulder!

42

Replace the underlined words with an idiom (several 
possibilities)


1. I don’t like him. He is annoying. 


2. The prices quickly increased drastically. 


3. He looks like he is about to die.

43

Replace the underlined words with one or more idioms


1. I don’t like him. He is annoying. (he is a pain in the 
neck, he rubs me the wrong way, he gets on my 
nerves)


2. The prices quickly increased drastically. (went through 
the roof)


3. He looks like he is about to die. (kick the bucket, on 
his last legs)

44



He’s got something up …
45 46

These are series about the  …… of  p….r
47

Washington Post, Jan. 11, 2020
48



For the fun. Try to translate this text using as many idioms 
as you can in 3 minutes. There is not one right answer.


C’en est trop. Il faut cesser de faire semblant que tout va 
bien. La situation est devenue critique. Il faut agir 
rapidement et ne pas attendre jusqu’à la Saint-Glinglin. 


J’ai bien essayé de lui parler, mais j’ai l’impression de 
parler à un mur. Il faut cesser de tourner autour du pot, 
regarder les choses en face et lui dire de se ressaisir.

49

For the fun. Try to translate this text using as many idioms 
as you can in 3 minutes.

C’en est trop. Il faut cesser de 
faire semblant que tout va bien. 
La s i tuat ion est devenue 
critique. Il faut agir rapidement 
et ne pas attendre jusqu’à la 
Saint-Glinglin.  

J’ai bien essayé de lui parler, 
mais j’ai l’impression de parler 
à un mur. Il faut cesser de 
tourner autour du pot, regarder 
les choses en face et lui dire de 
se ressaisir.

That’s the last straw. We need 
to stop burying our head in the 
s a n d . T h e s i t u a t i o n h a s 
reached a breaking point. We 
need to act fast and not wait till 
the cows come home.  

I have tried talking to him but I 
feel like I am talking to a brick 
w a l l . W e n e e d t o s t o p 
pussyfooting around, face the 
facts and tell him to pull his 
socks up.

50

51 52



Units 1–8
53 54

Guardian Feb. 29, 2016
55

She is … her way !
56



Replace the underlined words with an idiom


1. Ils n’arrêtent pas de se chamailler. 

2. Je ne suis pas prêt pour mon interview. J’improviserai.


3. Cette robe te va très bien. 

57

Replace the underlined words with an idiom


1. Ils n’arrêtent pas de se chamailler. They fight like cats 
and dogs all the time. 

2. Je ne suis pas prêt pour mon interview. J’improviserai. 
I’ll speak off the cuff.


3. Cette robe te va très bien. This dress fits you like a 
glove. 

58

Fill in the blanks.


1. He doesn’t know what he is speaking about. He’s just 
talking through his … 


2. With the restaurant closed, money will be tight. We’ll 
have to tighten our …


3. I think I put my … in it when I asked her if she was 
pregnant.


4. If you don’t get your … in the water, you’ll never know if 
you can do it.


5. I’m not an early … , I like to sleep in late whenever I 
can. 

59

Fill in the blanks.


He doesn’t know what he is speaking about. He’s just 
talking through his hat.


With the restaurant closed, money will be tight. We’ll have 
to tighten our belts.


I think I put my foot in it when I asked her if she was 
pregnant.


If you don’t get your toe in the water, you’ll never know if 
you can do it.


I’m not an early bird, I like to sleep late in whenever I can.
60



61

In English?
62

She got the … …  
treatment

63

Match these pairs

1. She’s so busy she’s running 
around like a … … all morning 
long.


2. I don’t trust his word. Ask him 
to have it in … … ….


3. I can’t help you. My … are tied.


4. The pressure is too much for 
me. I’m reaching a ……


5. He got so mad I …… with him 
that he ………

A. black and white


B. breaking point


C. hands


D. hit the roof


E. headless chicken


F. broke up

64



Match these pairs

1. She’s so busy she’s running 
around like a E all morning 
long.


2. I don’t trust his word. Ask him 
to have it in A.


3. I can’t help you. My C are tied.


4. The pressure is too much for 
me. I’m reaching a B.


5. He got so mad I F with him that 
he D.

A. black and white


B. breaking point


C. hands


D. hit the roof


E. chicken


F. broke up

65

…………………

66

67

Units 1–10a



Traduisez ce titre

Lal libre 27/11/2010

Sometimes in life, you just have to …………

Fill in the blanks.


1. She has a tough job. I would not want to be in ……. 


2. I don’t believe a word he says unless he puts it in …… 
and …….


3. Before I continue, I need a rest. I’ll take a ……. 


4. I think getting the prize has gone to … …….


5. You really need to clean up your room. It’s a ………. 

71

Fill in the blanks and translate these sentences.


1. She has a tough job. I would not want to be in her 
shoes. 


2. I don’t believe a word he says unless he puts it in black 
and white.


3. Before I continue, I need a rest. I’ll take a catnap. 


4. I think getting the prize has gone to his head.


5. You really need to clean up your room. It’s a pigsty (a 
mess). [ˈpɪgˌstaɪ]

72



74

Hit the road Jack  
and don’t you come 
back no more, no more, 
no more, no more. 

Hit the road Jack and 
don’t you come back 
no more. 
What you say? 

(1961)

75

Units 1–11



77 npr.org Oct. 28, 2020 Reddit Oc 2020

He’s been caught 
… handed

Fill in the missing word and translate the sentence.


1 I have very little influence on the firm’s policy. I am a long 
way down the ……… order


2 He doesn’t have a …… in hell’s chance of keeping his 
job under the new management.

80



Fill in the missing word and translate the sentence.


1 I have very little influence on the firm’s policy. I am a long 
way down the pecking order.


J’ai très peu d’influence sur la politique de la compagnie. 
Je suis trop bas dans la hiérarchie. 

2 He doesn’t have a cat in hell’s chance of keeping his job 
under the new management.


Il n’a pas la moindre chance de garder son travail sous la 
nouvelle direction.

81

He really overreacted to my mild negative comment


1. he came down on me like a ton of bricks


2. he came down on me like a ton of cement


3. he came down on me like a tornado

82

Match these pairs and translate

1. The day I finish my studies at 
ILMH will be …… .


2. The day I leave the ILMH will 
be ……………


3. Sometimes, after failing, you 
have to ………… and move on.


4. The simmering tension reached 
a point where things ……….


5. When he saw his former wife, 
he became ………

A. the blackest day 
of my life


B. as white as a 
sheet


C. pick up the pieces


D. come to a head


E. a red-letter day

83

Match these pairs and translate

1. The day I finish my studies at 
ILMH will be  E (A?).


2. The day I leave the ILMH will be 
A (E?)


3. Sometimes, after failing, you 
have to C and move on.


4. The simmering tension reached 
a point where things D


5. When he saw his former wife, he 
became B

A. the blackest day 
of my life


B. as white as a 
sheet


C. pick up the pieces


D. come to a head


E. a red-letter day

84



The Independent Nov 1 2020


